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Romans 8: The Heart of the Gospel 
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The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost                                     July 13, 2014 
 

We Prepare to Meet God 
 The Prelude                                                     

 The Opening Hymn 
  “Blessed Assurance”                                                     No. 572 

 The Prayer 

 The Time for Greeting 

  The Announcements  

 The Worship Song 
  “The Family of God”                                 (sing twice)   No. 419 

  
We Hear God’s Word  
 The First Reading - 1 John 3:1-9 

 John asserts that God's great love changes us into new  
 people. 

1 
See what great love the Father has lavished on us, 

that we should be called children of God! And that is what 
we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it 
did not know him. 

2 
Dear friends, now we are children of 

God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. 
But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like 
him, for we shall see him as he is. 

3 
All who have this hope 

in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
4 
Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is 

lawlessness. 
5 
But you know that he appeared so that he 

might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. 
6 
No one 

who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues 
to sin has either seen him or known him. 

7 
Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The 

one who does what is right is righteous, just as he is 
righteous. 

8 
The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, 

because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. 
The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the 
devil’s work. 

9 
No one who is born of God will continue to 

sin, because God’s seed remains in them; they cannot go 
on sinning, because they have been born of God. 
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The Second Reading - Romans 8:12-17 
In his letter to the Christians in Rome, Paul assures us that 
the Spirit of God lives in those who are in Christ, making us 
His children. 

12 
Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an 

obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to it. 
13 

For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if 
by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, 
you will live. 

14 
For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the 

children of God. 
15 

The Spirit you received does not make 
you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit 
you received brought about your adoption to sonship.

 
 And 

by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 
16 

The Spirit himself testifies 
with our spirit that we are God’s children. 

17 
Now if we are 

children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with 
Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we 

may also share in his glory. 

 
We Confess Our Faith 
 The Apostles’ Creed                                                      (on screen) 
  

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
 The Offering 

  The Offertory       “We Are An Offering”                         (on screen) 

 
We Hear God’s Word Proclaimed in Song and Word 
 The Special Music                                                
  “Lord, Here I Am”                                Vocal Solo - Danny Ellis 

 The Sermon                                                            
   “Now and Not Yet”                                             Pastor Jensen 

 The Hymn                                                   
  “Bind Us Together”                                                        No. 425 

 
We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
 The Prayers of Praise and Intercession 

 The Lord's Prayer 

 The Hymn 
  “Count Your Blessings”                                (vs. 1,2,4) No. 786 

 The Postlude  
 
 

Organist: Emily Anderson 

Greeters: Loren & Solvay Twedt 

Ushers:  Jon Mehl, Edgar & Jaynee Christian, Al Hermanson 

Reader: Loren Twedt 

Sound Engineer: Jim Oberender 

 

Visitors: We welcome you to worship today! We sincerely desire 
that everyone present will feel welcome in the Lord’s house. Please 
make a special effort to greet those around you in the spirit of 
Christian fellowship.  
 

Thank you to Danny Ellis for providing our special music today.  
 

Congregational Picnic. Everyone is invited to our congregational 
picnic at Riverside Bible Camp at 11:30 A.M. today. After worship, 
why not go home, change clothes, bring a side dish and head out to 
camp. You may also want to bring some lawn chairs. The church will 
supply the meat and the deacons will grill it. Several Riverside staff 
people will lead us in some songs. If it is raining we will meet in 
Mortvedt Hall, which is the building next to the swimming pool. Hope 
everyone can be a part of this gathering! 
 

Mission Trip - Thank you for all of your prayers as we were in 
Martin, South Dakota this past week! What an amazing experience! 
God is good! We are excited to share our experience with you this 
Wednesday evening, July 16, at 7 P.M.in the social hall. 
 

Our sympathy to the family of Harold Bolstad. The funeral service 
was held on Tuesday.   
 

Our sympathy also to the family of Bernice Caltvedt. Her funeral 
was held yesterday.  She was 100 years old.  
 

We extend our sympathy to the family of Scott Swanson, a member 
of Bethel Lutheran, whose service was at Immanuel on Friday. His 
daughter, Morgan, will be marrying Nick Amundson at Immanuel on 
July 26.   
 

Nursery - It is our desire for the worship experience to be a 
beneficial time for all who are here. If your child becomes restless or 
noisy during the service, we encourage you to take them to the 
nursery. Thank you for being respectful of others who are 
worshipping. 



Nursery Remodel Plans. To better serve the needs of our families 
with young children, we are planning to expand and remodel our 
church nursery! Would you consider a special gift to help us move 
forward with these plans? Just note "Nursery Remodel" on your gift. 
Watch the bulletin and newsletter for more ideas of ways you can 
help, including a contest to name the new space! 
 

Attendance last Sunday - 202 
 

Summer Coffee Fellowship. Again this summer we want to get the 
whole congregation involved in preparing for and serving at our 
coffee fellowship time following the worship service. We are asking 
that individuals/families sign up on the bulletin board to bring goodies 
and to help serve on a particular Sunday. Three individuals and/or 
families are needed each week to bring 3-4 dozen cookies or bars. 
You are also to make the coffee and lemonade, make sure that the 
drinks and goodies are set out, and clean up afterwards. Thank you 
for your help. Volunteers are still needed for a few Sundays. 
 

Back to School Supply Drive. The Angel Gift program is once 
again sponsoring a school supply drive for Roland-Story students in 
need of these things. Supplies will be collected during July to be 
given to families at school registration in August. 

A board is in our narthex containing slips of paper listing needed 
school supplies. Members are encouraged to take a slip of your 
choice and purchase the indicated supplies. The supplies need to be 
returned to the church by Tuesday, July 29, so they can be handed 
out at school registration.  
 
 

Romans 8 Sermon Mini Series: The Heart of the Gospel 
     Paul's letter to the Romans is written like a symphony, with many 
different themes weaving together. In chapter 8, several of these 
themes come to a crescendo as Paul writes about the heart of the 
Gospel: new life in Christ. How do we live out our identity as God's 
children in our broken, hurting world? Where do we find hope in the 
midst of suffering? What is God doing to set things right? 
     Join us as we explore questions like these in our July sermon 
series on Romans 8. Recordings of past messages can be found on 
our website and on iTunes. 
          July 6      Romans 8:1-11     Free at Last 
          July 13    Romans 8:12-17   Now and Not Yet 
          July 20    Romans 8:18-27   The Renewal of All Creation 
          July 27    Romans 8:28-39   What Shall We Say? 
 

Upcoming Events 

 Women's Monthly Bible Study will continue with session 5 of the 
summer study entitled, “A Covenant of Aging.” Our study will 
address some particular concerns of mature Christians. This group 

will meet on Tuesday, July 15 at 2 P.M. in the Social Hall. 
Refreshments will follow. All women are welcome. Please bring 
your Bibles. 

 Young Adults Event: More Grilling and Games at the Jensens’! 
We had such a fun time grilling and chilling earlier this summer 
we’re doing it again! Come to our backyard (324 Elm) next Sunday, 

July 20, starting at 4 P.M. We’ll have bocce, frisbee, croquet and 
other lawn games, plus the play area for the little kids. Bring some 
food to share and your own lawn chairs and beverages. Hot dogs 
will be ready around 5:00. If there’s rain, we’ll go to the Social Hall 
at church instead. Let us know via Facebook, 733.4972 or 
immanuel@iowatelecom.net how many to expect. Hope to see you 
in our backyard!  

 Open House Bridal Shower. An open house bridal shower for 
Amber Rozeboom, fiancée of A.J. Christian, will be held Saturday, 
July 26 from 9:30-11:30 A.M. at the Story City Community Center 
(503 Elm Street). There will be a program at 10 A.M. Please RSVP 
to Jaynee Christian at 733.2710 or jlchristian@hotmail.com by July 
19. Amber and A.J. are registered at Target. 

  
  Reminders 

 If you are out of town any Sunday during the summer months, 
please mail or drop off your offerings, if possible, before you leave. 
Offerings may also be given through a direct deposit from your 
checking account. We also now have the capability to accept 
offerings through our website. If you have any questions talk to the 
church office for details. 

 Hearing devices for those who have a difficult time hearing the 
service can be found on the shelf in the narthex. If you have been 
thinking of trying a unit, please ask an usher to assist you. We have 
several extra units at this time. 

 The Children's Activity Bulletins are available from the ushers for 
young children. 

 The new “Our Daily Bread” devotional books for June through 
August are available on the shelf in the narthex. Please pick up a 
free copy for your summer devotional reading. The new 
“Connections” magazine and the new "Lutheran Digest" are also 
available. 
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As a congregation, let’s be in prayer for: 

 Those who are mourning the loss of loved ones. 
 

We praise God: 

 That we are heirs to God's mercies. 

 That He brought our Mission Trip Team back safely. 
 

 

 

 

Youth Activities 
 

High School Youth Activities 

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, July 30, from 7:30-8:45 

P.M. I hope to see you there! Bring a friend! It is going to be a 

great time of fun and fellowship!   

 
Middle School Youth Activities 

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, July 30 from 6-7:15 P.M.  I 

hope to see you there! Bring a friend!  

 
Middle and High School Youth Activities 

Special Mission Trip Recap Night is planned for this 

Wednesday, July 16 at 7 P.M. During our time together we will 

hear from the participants of this summer's trip. They will share 

stories, pictures, music from the trip and laughter! We will have a 

time for ice cream and coffee after we are finished! All are 

welcome!  Bring a friend!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

July 13 - July 20, 2014 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 
Sunday, July 13 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship   
11:30 A.M. Congregational Picnic at Riverside Bible Camp 

 
Monday, July 14 

 
Tuesday, July 15 
 9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting 

 2:00 P.M. Women's Monthly Bible Study 

 
Wednesday, July 16 

7:00 P.M. MS/HS Youth Group  
7:00 P.M. Mission Trip Recap Night  

 
Thursday, July 17 

 
Friday, July 18  

 
Saturday, July 19 

  
Sunday, July 20 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship   
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
10:30 A.M. Service of Holy Communion 
4:00 P.M.    Young Adults Grilling & Games at the Jensen's     

                                (324 Elm) 


